	Stages
	Function

	Introduction (I)
	Definition of work
Justification of work
Description of work

	Method (M)
	Description of data 
Description of procedure

	Results (R)
	Report of results 

	Discussion (D)
	Comment on results

	Conclusion (C)
	Summary of contribution


Table 1. IMRD-C structure in scientific articles.






Graph 1. Modal verbs in introductions.
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Graph 3. Modal verbs in introductions and conclusions (normalised figures).




Graph 4. Modal verbs in introductions and conclusions (normalised figures).
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Graph 5. Epistemic modality verbs in introductions and conclusions (normalised figures).







can	could	may	might	must	shall	should	will	would	18.178339073861419	1.913509376195943	16.264829697665519	1.913509376195943	0	0	0	9.5675468809797195	5.7405281285878313	








can	could	may	might	must	shall	should	will	would	36.877206747743983	12.55394272263633	14.123185562965871	3.9231071008238532	3.9231071008238532	0	24.323264025107889	13.338564142801101	13.338564142801101	
Introductions	
can	could	may	might	must	shall	should	will	would	18.18	1.91	16.260000000000002	2.87	0	0	0	9.57	5.74	Conclusions	
can	could	may	might	must	shall	should	will	would	38.450000000000003	12.55	14.91	3.14	4.71	0	24.32	13.34	13.34	



Epistemic	Introductions	Conclusions	19.14	35.31	Deontic	Introductions	Conclusions	6.7	38.450000000000003	Dynamic	Introductions	Conclusions	26.79	48.65	




Epistemic modality	Introduction	Conclusion	19.14	35.31	


